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Recent Trends in Wireless Market in the U.S.:
Overview of the CTIA Wireless 2010

YAMAJO, Tomoko
Analyst, Foreign Market & Policy Group, KDDI Research Institute

The CTIA Wireless 2010, held from March 23 to 25 held in Las Vegas,
Nevada, is the largest show for the American wireless industry, and includes both
an exhibition and lectures. In the past year, the CTIA Wireless held in spring
featured over 1,200 exhibiting companies and approximately 40,000 participants
from more than 125 countries. However, there seemed to be lack excitement in
this year’s show, with fewer visitors, and exhibiting companies showing the
effects of the economic slowdown in the past few years. This was particularly
noticeable with the non-participation of marquee companies such as Apple and
Google.

On the other hand, because the trade show was held shortly after the
FCC’s announcement of National Broadband Plan(NBP), the topic of NBP was
prominent and the subject of the keynote speech. In particular, the allocation of
wireless broadband spectrum, which is one of the NBP recommendations,
seemed to draw much attention from people in the wireless industry.

This article gives an overview of the notable themes picked up from topics
in the keynote speech and the educational session: mobile data and wireless
broadband penetration, FCC’s National Broadband Plan, the network neutrality
debates, and recent trends in the industry.
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