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As an emerging market with one billion people, accounting for 15% of the
world’s population, Africa now draws attention from all over the world. Presently,
the governments of all major nations are strengthening their strategic partnerships
with African countries, with a particular focus upon acquiring underground mineral
resources, and increasing business opportunities in this expanding and lucrative
market. These nations are not only limited to the former European colonial
powers, but also include countries from the neighboring Middle East, and even
India and China, which have one after the other started pursuing their goals in this
continent of massive potential.

African countries, highlighted by the 2010 World Cup, have been making
steady progress toward economic development, at the very time when advanced
countries are currently struggling with the economic downturn brought on by the
global financial crisis. This article focuses on one of the most dynamic areas of
growth in the continent, the booming African telecommunications market, and
reports on this emerging region in global telecommunications and also introduces
the latest trends. Areas covered include:

- Basic information about Africa
- An overview of the African telecommunications market
- Major topics

If you consider Africa as a “market”, it is important not to evaluate a
particular country only in terms of current statistics such as population, GDP,
literacy rate, and penetration rate of services. Rather, it is necessary to evaluate
the country as a part of a planar expansion in terms of a mid-to-long-term strategy.

ICT utilization is highly anticipated in developing countries due to its
applications in e-education and e-medicine/e-health, which are sure to contribute
to an improvement in living standards. In the developed countries where the basic
telecom market has already reached a point of saturation, ICT utilization is
regarded as a breakthrough for the generation of new business opportunities;
while in developing countries, ICT utilization has a direct impact on the expansion
of basic telecom market because it is being driven through tangible improvements
in living standards.

Sub-Saharan Africa, Emerging market, Wireless broadband, Pre-paid, Foreign

investment
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