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CES (Consumer Electronics Show) 2011 Report

Tile " The arrival of “Web of Things”: From Tablets and Internet TVs to

everything connected to the Internet

Author ~ Masakazu Kobayashi (Research Fellow, KDDI Research Institute)

The Consumer Electronics Show (CES), the world’'s largest consumer
technology show, was run January 6-9 as usual at Las Vegas Convention Center in
Nevada. The event held more than 2500 exhibitors and 140,000 attendees from all

over the world, according to the estimation by the Consumer Electronics Association.

Although the dominant exhibitors for CES had been Japanese CE
manufacturers for a long time, the situation has changed quite a bit these days
because of the rise of Korean companies such as Samsung Electronics and LG
Electronics, which occupied the largest spaces of the show floor this year, too.

Abstract For the last couple of years, the main products at the show has been
media-related devices, and the trend goes on this year, too. The focus in the
category, however, has been shifting year by year. For example, the most featured
products in the last year was electronic readers such as Plastic Logic and Sony
Reader following Amazon’s popular Kindle, But this year, they were almost
completely replaced by the tablets as multimedia device and the next-generation
televisions such as 3D TVs and Internet TVs.

As for the Internet TV, the most enthusiastic about this was Korean
manufactures, which exhibited not only the TV but practically everything connected to
the Internet, such as Internet Fridge, Internet Washer, Internet Oven and the list goes
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on. The same idea was also touted by American companies, such as General
Motors and Verizon, which showed the prototype of so called “automotive telematics,”
co-developed by the 2 companies, for drivers to be able to access valuable
information such as traffic report and GPS via the Internet on the so called 3.9 G
mobile network, namely LTE.

The concept that everything from TVs to fridges, to automotives to, you name
it, is connected to the Internet is not entirely new. Companies all around the world
have been trying to materialize the vision into real products since late 1990s, but those
attempts have basically failed until now. The main reason was that there was no
common computer-language to connect the different kinds of products made by
different companies to the Internet in the past.

In terms of technological condition, however, there is a major difference
between then and now, which is that a new web standard called HTML5 has emerged
as the lingua franca in the IT industry. In other words, HTML5 is expected to be a
kind of glue to connect everything to the Internet from now on. Tim Berners-Lee, the
inventor of the World Wide Web, calls this phenomenon the “Web of Things.” The
CES 2011 might be remembered later as the first visible step toward that trend.

CES 2011; Consumer Electronics Show: Tablet; Internet TV; Smart TV; Smarct CE;
Android; HTML5; Web of Things; Internet of Things
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