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Jon Metzler President, Blue Field Strategies

The Open Mobile Summit 2010 was held in San Francisco, CA, from
November 8-10. This year the third day featured a special event focused on
mobile applications, Appcelerate. Indeed, the mobile app boom continues.

This year's OMS featured keynote speeches from Dan Hesse, Sprint
CEO; Anthony Melone, Verizon Wireless CTO; and Sanjiv Ahuja, LightSquared
CEO. All spoke to an intimate gathering of 500 wireless industry stakeholders on
their respective 4G service rollout plans. In additional, Teliasonera SVP Erik
Hallberg provided a case study on Teliasonera’s LTE rollout in Sweden.
Teliasonera was first to market with full LTE service, ahead of both Verizon
Wireless and NTT DoCoMo. All speakers commented on 4G'’s reduced latency
as compared to 3G service, and the services that enables, including service level
agreements with broadband customers seen in fixed broadband services. Absent
this year were T-Mobile USA and AT&T, both of which sent their CTOs as keynote
speakers last year.

Other noteworthy themes were the boom in superphones such as the
Samsung Galaxy, and the growing tension between the smartphone boom and the
subsidies they require. Dan Hesse, Sprint CEO, commented that while carriers
market smartphones in with the goal of higher ARPU and lower churn, with
regards to subsidies, he stated “something’s got to give”.
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