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A Textbook Revolution: Apple’s DNA Pushing it to the Forefront
in Education

TAKAHASHI, Yoichi Research Fellow, KDDI Research Institute

“Education is deep in Apple’s DNA,” said Apple in a press event on January 19, 2012,
introducing three leading-edge educational applications: 'iBooks 2', 'iBooks Author’, and
‘iTunes U'. Since its inception, Apple has been focused on education as an important
market, and now, finally, it is making headway in this area. Amongst these three
applications, iBooks 2, available on iPad, enables use of new dynamic and interactive
digital textbooks, which allows users to highlight text, take notes, create study cards,
and a wide range of other convenient uses. It has also dramatically improved the
presentation of textbooks. Photos, movies, 3D images and various other media are
integrated into the textbooks to provide information rich and enhanced presentation
capabilities, with the added ease of using Multi-Touch gestures to aid navigation
throughout the platform. In terms of capacity, an iPad can pack and store several such
textbooks offering great convenience and a vast wealth of information.

The following report introduces the latest generation of digital textbooks, taking a
closer look at presentations on the subject of DNA in the sample content “Life on Earth,”
and discusses the capability and potentiality of this new type of textbook. Although still
in its infancy as a technology, the digital textbooks realized by iBooks 2 and iPad are
breakthroughs in the evolution of the concept of what constitutes a textbook. The future
success of such new formats will largely depend on the quality and usability of their
contents, but at least they can be considered as possible solutions to many of the
problems associated with conventional paper textbooks. It will be well worth our
attention to see how they can further transform the realm of education.
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