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Mobile World Congress 2012:
Cross-platform Strategies Based on HTML5 Receive
Significant Attention.

Masakazu Kobayashi (Research Fellow, KDDI Research
Institute)

Mobile World Congress (MWC) 2012, the mobile technologies and products
industry's largest convention, was, once again, held at Fira de Barcelona in Spain
between February 27th and March 1st. According to the event organizing body
GSMA, with nearly 70,000 people through its doors, this year saw record attendance
at the event. In recent years the U.S. and European mobile carriers, the original
founders of the MWC, have been overshadowed by IT companies from the US, such
as Google, and the major Korean electronics manufacturers Samsung and LG.
However, this year saw a resurgence of the carriers as they try to regain their
influence within the industry. This is shaping up as an epic tug of war between the
mobile carriers and the mobile technology companies, including Apple, which, as
always, chose not participate in MWC 2012.

Some emerging trends related to the next web standard, the so-called “HTML5", are
shaping up as the critical area of competition between the key actors in the industry.
The mobile carriers, backed by a cross-platform strategy based upon HTML5, are now
trying recover the initiative within the mobile industry's platform business, which has
been dominated by IT companies such as Apple and Google in recent years. This
trend was obvious in some of the most high profile announcements and product
launches at this year's event. Most prominent was Facebook, attending MWC for the
first time this year, announcing their plan to distribute web applications based on
HTML5, and highlighting their growing global network of alliances with mobile carriers,
including those from Japan. This development was widely interpreted as the mobile
carriers allying with Facebook as a way to compete with Apple and Google for control
of the platform business. Telefonica, one of Europe's largest mobile carriers, also
made a noteworthy HTML 5-related contribution, whereby they demonstrated their
new web browser, dubbed “Boot to Gecko,” developed by Mozilla in alliance with
Qualcomm, and pre-installed on new smartphones scheduled for sale under the
Telefonica banner this year. Boot to Gecko, built with JavaScript and based on
HTMLS5, is a new kind of browser that is closely tied to the Linux kernel, and therefore
can almost be considered a new kind of operating system. These developments
clearly show the determination of the mobile carriers to capitalize on a cross-platform
strategy based on HTML5 in order to compete with Apple and Google.
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