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NAB Show 2012: Broadcasters Transition to the Multiplatform
Era While Keeping an Eye on Their Spectrum

Jon Metzler, President, Blue Field Strategies

NAB Show 2012, the 2012 installment of the National Association of Broadcasters
annual convention, was held from from April 14-19 in Las Vegas, NV. In contrast to
the previous year’s convention, during which the potential impact of the FCC's
National Broadband Plan lent a somber tone to the proceedings, this year's
convention had a more upbeat, energetic tone. Attendance grew 4% the previous
year to 92,112,

There were two major themes to this year's NAB Show. The first was that of
incentive auctions of broadcast spectrum, an undertaking which FCC commissioner
Robert McDowell characterized as potentially the most complex auction in the history
of man, and estimated would require at least six years to complete. Given that the
DTV transition of 2009 took place 13 years to enact, six years may indeed be
optimistic. Commissioner McDowell also noted that the actual amount of spectrum
reallocated from broadcast television to wireless broadband would likely be 80 MHz,
rather than 120 MHz.

The second major theme was multiplatform distribution of content. Specifically,
efforts by broadcasters and local broadcasters in particular to distribute content to
multiple platforms, and the participation of technology and solution providers such as
Ericsson, Envivio, and Ooyala stood out. Broadcasters, aware of the diversification
of platforms available to consumers, may indeed be redefining their business from
“broadcaters” to “content and news providers”.
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TABLE 10. Cable/Satellite with Internet Status - Mumber

of Households (in 000's)

Broadcast Only and Broadband

Broadcast Only and No
Internet/Marrowband

Cable Plus and Broadband

Cable Plus and Mo Internet/
Marrowband

Q4
5122

5,911
70,238

22,381

Q311 Q410
5104 4491
5860 6130
80,824 78,525

22,329 25610

Source: Mielsen. Based on the Universe Estimates for the 15th of each month

within the quartar.

Please saa "Clossary™ definitions in footnotes on last page.
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