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Smart Grid status in the U.S.

KAIFU, Michi CEO of ENOTECH Consulting

In the U.S., the power utility system is fragmented and complex, and as a result, it is
difficult to integrate new elements such as renewable energy sources. As one of the
remedy to the problems in such circumstances, smart grid is drawing attention.
Obama administration is pushing smart grid for the purpose of grid modernization and
promotion of renewable energy. Currently, smart meter installation is progressing as
the first step and rate plans that utilizes smart meters are emerging. However, the
smart grid project as a whole is a long-term undertaking and has just started.
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Table 3.2. Number of Entities Offering and Customers Served by Dynamic Pricing Tariffs

(FERC 2008)

Number of Number of Customers Served

Entities in Entities in Share of
Method of Pricing 2006 2008 Number Total
Real-Time Pricing 60 100 -- --
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Figure 3,11, Venture Capital Funding of Smart Grid Startups (2002 through 2009}
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Figure 3.12. Vemture Capital Spending by Company Type (2007 through 2010)
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Figure 3.17. Electricity Flow Diagram 2009 (Quadrillion Btu) (EIA 2009)
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