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The Fluctuating Evaluation of HTML5 —— What's behind it?

KOBAYASHI, Masakazu  (Research Fellow, KDDI Research Institute)

Evaluation of HTML5 has undertaken a rollercoaster ride in recent times. HTML5
is a collective term for the next generation of web technologies centered on HTML,
JavaScript and CSS. For a number of years there have been high hopes pinned
upon HTML5, however, recently this appraisal has taken a negative turn. One
significant reason behind this changing regard for the technology has been attributed
to a remark made by Mr. Mark Zuckerberg, CEO of Facebook.

At an IT conference called “Disruptive SF” held by TechCrunch in San Francisco in
September 2012, Mr. Zuckerberg said, “the biggest mistake we made as a company
was betting too much on HTML5 as opposed to native.”

Prior to this remark, Facebook had already revamped its browsing application from
one primarily based on HTML5 to a new version completely made by Objective C, the
programming language designated by Apple for iOS applications. Along with Mr
Zuckerberg'’s remark, many observers in the IT industry, especially in the US, saw this
switching of technologies as a signal of defeat for the HTML5 camp, represented by
Facebook’s capitulation to the native application camp, represented by Apple, which
had triggered the present cascade of downgraded evaluations of HTML5's capabilities.
The growing negative perception amongst industry observers that HTML5 was really a
just a useless set of web technologies, has lead many developers previously
committed to HTMLS5 to switch their development language of choice completely to
Objective C.

One is left somewhat uncomfortable when observing this sudden shift away from
HTMLS5, considering it was, until very recently, such a highly evaluated and promising
technology. With these circumstances in mind, the following report aims to thoroughly
and, as much as possible, from a neutral standpoint re-evaluate the technological
merits of HTML5. From such an impartial stance we are better able to examine the
background of these fluctuating evaluations of HTML5, as well as forecast what type
of future will be in store for the technology.
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