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GSMA Mobile World Congress Report

— Movement Within Operators’ Core Business

OKIl, Kentaro
Analyst, Foreign Market & Policy Group, KDDI Research Institute

This report summarizes GSMA Mobile World Congress (MWC) 2013, highlighting
market trends for core areas within the domain of traditional telecommunications
services such ‘Network API’, ‘RCS joyn’ and “operators’ stance against OTTs’; as well
as discussing related areas such as “connected car” and “mHealth”.

Services’ leveraging using a network API is no longer fresh concept. However, an
ever-increasing number of companies are using network APl to create business
opportunities. In addition, API specialist companies, such as apigee, are emerging to
take advantage of the opportunities before them.

The potential for RCS joyn to effectively compete against OTT services is not yet
fully clear, although it is making steady progress. It is widely considered that providing
APIs to application developers will be the key to success for joyn.

Operators widely acknowledge that they need to cooperate with, as well as compete
with, third-party and OTT. Although OTT, such as ‘Viber’, also emphasize the
importance of cooperation between operators and OTT, the company does not appear
to envisage the same type of cooperative partnership as the operators.

MWC 2013 had the highest number of connected car-related exhibitions and
seminars amongst MWCs to date. Car connectivity and VI (In-Vehicle Infotainment)
are proving fertile grounds for development. On the other hand, mHealth hasn’t seen a
lot of progress. The problems are numerous and include, for example, the lack of a
business model and stagnation of technical standards.

APl OTT RCS joyn connectedcar IVI Infotainment mHealth

World
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