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Maijor IT Companies in the US are Refocusing on TV-related Business

KOBAYASHI, Masakazu (Research Fellow, KDDI Research Institute)

Major IT companies in the United States are refocusing on TV-related businesses in
their search for the next big market on the horizon. For example, Google released a
small device called “Chromecast,” which transforms a conventional TV set into a new
kind of Internet device. Their biggest competitor, Apple is also rumored to be
developing a fully-fledged Internet TV dubbed “iTV,” and Facebook, following the two IT
titans, is said to be planning to launch a new kind of video-advertisement, in the
coming Fall which is similar to current conventional TV CMs.

The TV business has been so comprehensively controlled by the so-called
US-based media-conglomerates such as Disney, Time-Warner, News Corp. and so on
that even IT giants such as Apple haven’t been able to penetrate into their territory to
realize their vision of innovative smart TVs and related services. However, the
situation is gradually changing, to the extent that some Internet companies are now
producing their own Internet-TV programs, and cultivating their own talents. This
report will show that these companies are now aiming to break into the TV business
from their own perspectives, and on their own terms.

Google, Apple, Netflix, Facebook, YouTube, Panasonic

Internet TV, Smart TV, convergence of communication and broadcasting,
Chromecast, Google TV, Apple TV, Google Play
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