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Smart Lock, Changing the History of Door Locks

TAKAHASHI, Yoichi Research Fellow, KDDI Research Institute

The common door lock found at the entrances of residential houses, a technology
that has evolved little over the past 4,000 years, is finally facing a conceptual revolution
due to the recent development and penetration of the Internet, smartphones, and
social media, and other information and communications technologies.

There are increasing user needs for 'key sharing' to accompany lifestyle changes,
and this is encouraging the introduction of successive generations of smart locks with
which users can lock/unlock and control door locks with their smartphones, and can
even gain keyless entry into their houses. Such a 'hardware' business as door locks
had barely been on the radar of investors until recently, but, due to growing
expectations for this promising market, these technologies are increasingly gaining
significant backing from investors and supporters.

Smart locks are also being incorporated into home automation and security services
typically packaged into the services offered by larger providers. The market as a
whole seems to be experiencing a boom, with a variety of services being released onto
the market at lower costs as part of structural transformations being powered by
innovation in the sector. Telecommunication carriers are well aware of this and are
currently striving not to miss this promising opportunity.

It will be worth following how the venture businesses committed to smart locks will
develop, and how they will compete/collaborate with numerous other players in the
market, including the big names in the home security and telecommunications sectors.
It would also be interesting to see if amongst these start-up ventures we will be seeing
any major companies, such as an Apple, emerging in this market.

UniKey Lockitron/Apigy August Goji ADT Comcast Verizon AT&T
smart lock keyless entry home automation home security
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