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Developments in Bike Sharing in the SF Bay Area

TAKAHASHI, Yoichi
Research Fellow, KDDI Research Inc.

Abstract
Americans are seeing a rapid proliferation in bike sharing, an easy and handy way for people to
rent bicycles for short periods using mobile phone applications. While bringing users improved
convenience and wider and cheaper options in the "last mile" of transportation, the operators are
facing issues and challenges such as derelict and vandalized bicycles, a backlash from neighborhoods,

and uncertain profitability and sustainability.

The bike-share industry is now transforming itself from a simple rent-a-bike service to a
multimodal service incorporating electric scooters and other means of transportation, and this, in turn,
is encouraging new entrants from other industries. The battle for leadership in this "last mile"

transportation market has just started.

This report begins with a brief overview of bike sharing in the U.S., followed by the developments

and latest trends in the industry, especially in the San Francisco Bay Area.
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