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An Overview of the U.S. Pay-TV Services (Part 1)

—Industry Trends and Comcast’s Strategy

TAKAHASHI, Yoichi
Research Fellow, KDDI Research Inc.

Abstract
The U.S. pay-TV services industry is experiencing a wave of transformation. New types of
services brought on by the development and proliferation of the internet and mobile technology are
causing dynamic changes in the industry structure, and giving rise to changes in users’ viewing styles,
and in the regulatory environment. In an era of continuing technological innovation, it is interesting
and instructive to know how the providers of traditional pay-TV services, whose roles and presence are

gradually diminishing, are responding to these changes.

This report consists of three parts, and introduces an overview of the US pay-TV services industry
and the strategies of principal providers of the services. This first installment of the report gives a
birds-eye view of the pay-TV industry, followed by outlining the strategy of Comcast, a front-runner in
the industry transformation. The second installment will mainly discuss the video strategies of AT&T

and Verizon, and the final third installment will focus on other providers and emerging services.
Key Players
Comcast AT&T Verizon FCC NBCU  Disney Fox Sky Netflix Hulu Amazon

Google Facebook
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Global digital ad spending beat TV for the first time in 2017
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Source: MAGNA | Data for 2017 and beyond are forecasts - Created with Datawrapper

(H#) MAGNA/Recode

! https://www.iab.com/news/digital-ad-spend-reaches-
all-time-high-88-billion-2017-mobile-upswing-unabated-accounting-57-revenue/

2 https://www.recode.net/2017/12/4/16733460/2017-digital-ad-
spend-advertising-beat-tv
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