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Abstract

A fissure is deepening between the United States and Europe over the construction of a network
based on the next-generation mobile communication standard “5G”. The deepest fissures are
emerging in European countries, and their communications carriers, who want to adopt Huawei
products that provide excellent cost performance. In response, the United States, which wants to halt
China's march toward future high-tech hegemony, is putting pressure on governments to exclude
Huawei technology. The response to this situation has varied from country to country. The UK, which
has forged a strong alliance with the United States, has recently surprised the international community
with the partial introduction of Huawei products such as base stations. In response, President Trump
is maintaining an eerie silence, but it is hard to read the effects of this decision on post-Brexit trade
talks that will help shape the UK’s economic future.

The German government has yet to decide on using Huawei technology. The German Bundestag
has appealed for a Huawei exclusion, but the Merkel administration has been reluctant to do so
because of the size of the Chinese market in the German economy, and the prospect of economic
sanctions imposed by the Chinese government. The decision is scheduled to be made in the near
future. Poland, located on the eastern limits of NATO, has thus far adopted Huawei products for its
4G network, but it is uncertain about the future of 5G. Having the backing of the United States is seen
as critical as the country faces a rising Russian military threat. For this reason, President Duda has
been leaning toward the policy line of the Trump administration.

It goes without saying that relations with both the United States and China are important for
European countries. However, it is forecast that the economic impact of 5G will also be of comparable
importance to Europe. European countries, led by Britain and Germany, are now exploring the
dynamic growth potential that could be driven by advanced technologies, most prominent of which is
5G and the promise it holds. This report examines the new geopolitical aspects of 5G, such as the
political economy and security implications for each country brought on by 5G. Particular attention is

paid to Europe, which is struggling to find its place between the US and China.
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