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Open Innovation and 5G - Trends in Wireless
Market in the U.S.

YOSHIDA, Eriko
Analyst, KDDI Research Inc.

Abstract

This report provides an overview of the open innovation trend in 5G, focusing on the activities of
three major wireless operators in the United States, Verizon Wireless, AT&T Inc. and T-Mobile US
Inc.

Under the concept of "Co-creation”, recent discussions on 5G emphasize the importance of
collaboration across industries, exploring use cases through open innovation that leverage external
resources, and the building of an ecosystem.

October 2018 saw the launch of the world's first 5G commercial service in the United States. Even
before commercialization, open innovation initiatives related to 5G have been promoted by
companies. This report outlines these efforts in the following four categories, and examines
differences in their aims and strategies:

1) Establishment of open laboratory to accelerate collaboration with other companies

2) Organization of events to generate 5G ideas and use cases inviting startups and developers.

3) Business support for startups

4) Partnership for joint development of services

As a means to provide an overview of the future 5G scenarios envisioned by each company, this

report also describes the 5G solutions and ideas that are being considered in these initiatives.

This report is based on available information as of August 2020.
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Incremental revenue potential from 5G? Survey of MNOs...
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Source: GSMA Intelligence — The 5G era: Age of boundless connectivity and intelligent automation {February 2017)
Based on global survey of operator CEOs (N=281; 1/3 US, 1/3 Asia, 1/3 rest of world)
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