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Where is Social Media Going
— Censorship or Freedom of Expression?

TAKAHASHI, Yoichi
Research Fellow, KDDI Research Inc.

Abstract
Social Media matters these days, and is now an essential part of individual lifestyles and business
strategies. Even the President of the United States frequently makes use of Social Media to
communicate important messages. This medium, however, also has a downside—especially
concerning the growing number of cases where misinformation is spread or misconduct is facilitated

via Social Media, something that is becoming a public concern.

In this sense, Social Media is double-edged blade that is not only raising questions of how to make
use of it, but also how to control or restrict it, giving rise to disputes over censorship and freedom of
expression. This report focuses on two leading Social Media platforms, Facebook and Twitter, and
outlines the growth trajectory and present status of the services in the US. The report also investigates
the impacts and challenges of Social Media upon society, with a view to helping envision the

appropriate direction forward.
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There is NO WAY (ZERO!) that Mail-In Ballots will be anything less than
substantially fraudulent. Mail boxes will be robbed, ballots will be forged &
even illegally printed out & fraudulently signed. The Governor of California
is sending Ballots to millions of people, anyone
® Get the facts about mail-in ballots
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living in the state, no matter who they are or how they got there, will get
one. That will be followed up with professionals telling all of these people
many of whom have never even thought of voting before, how, and for
whom, to vote. This will be a Rigged Election. No way!
® Get the facts about mail-in ballots
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Tz AR I & B EPY
RNTEFD2HBZICIE, 34V ZMCEANBUNERE

Yok X Gt %%TZ)#

I N

IO 2 b THT L
RGBS RENCBEI LT L 7 v IREAFE L 2 A — 23
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e Donald J. Trump & @realDonaldTrump - May 28 v

| can't stand back & watch this happen to a great American City,
Minneapolis. A total lack of leadership. Either the very weak Radical Left
Mayaor, Jacob Frey, get his act together and bring the City under contral,
or | will send in the National Guard & get the job done right.....

. 8B.1K 1 922K (7 30K T

e Donald J. Trump & @realDonaldTrump - May 28 v

This Tweet violated the Twitter Rules about glorifying
violence. However, Twitter has determined that it may be in
the public's interest for the Tweet to remain accessible.
Learn more

View

T1 173.4K
(H#) + 7 v 7K D Twitter (@realDonaldTrump)

[CDY A — FMIRSTOBEFEICET 2 TwitterD L — NV ICER LT 525, HEA]
REIC L CTHL e oFRIcR s LW L7-) LoBEHE Xy -V ICEDN,
[View | ZI X v L EFRENAERETRR I N WIREEIC R 5 72,

[View] #{i3 &, PigEEscimin CEF 2@ RECEL T, MMTFIcAa xR
WEHICEHEEDC D ICERKEZHET IHER D 5 2 & 2IMMF L2722 &,
MRS T A I B2 2T e 2R L 2R BENARE NI N,

[E45R4] [View] ZI# L TRRIN b T v TREFEEDY A — b

Donald J. Trump & v
@realDonaldTrump
This Tweet violated the Twitter Rules about glorifying violence. However,

Twitter has determined that it may be in the public's interest for the Tweet to
remain accessible. Learn more

....These THUGS are dishonoring the memory of George
Floyd, and | won't let that happen. Just spoke to Governor
Tim Walz and told him that the Military is with him all the
way. Any difficulty and we will assume control but, when
the looting starts, the shooting starts. Thank you!

9:53 PM - May 28, 2020 - Twitter for iPhone

(H#) b 7 v 7 KEEHD Twitter (@realDonaldTrump)
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Fo v IREEITRBNCET S R0V A — F ERINEAD A v & — ¥ #Facebook
IZH R L T 72238, Facebook TIZELH TRV EfFIF 720, A v —Y BIERRIC
TEE o fHEITESLT., BEe 0T ERRL T,

Z OXFIGICEE L €. Facebookd~—72 « ¥ v 1 —o3— 7CEOIlZ. FoxNews®d 4
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O, HoRAGE2RTETALADPEHSTHIITE S XoiIcdT32 L] Liliryz2,

Facebook®ftHNTH ., + 7 v 7 RIEHED BEfm % ME T X Tld v & ofbH 2378
X o7, ¥y H—"—FCEOIF. + T v 7 AHHOREDOEHY /7i1C7k - T,
BEZFDEMBEABE L T B3I oW TEEL < EHL 72,
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! https://www.foxnews.com/media/facebook-mark-zuckerberg-twitter-fact-checking-
trump

2 https://twitter.com/jack/status/1265837139360485376
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