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Abstract

There are mixed views on the state of US education; some say it is performing well, while others
say it is not. No doubt the US education system has both positive and negative aspects, but it seems
the latter outweighs the former, and for several decades people have been raising their voices over the
“failures” and “abundance of problems” of the US education system. The issue of racial inequity has
been especially persistent and is showing no sign of resolution.

A recent surge of controversy over Critical Race Theory (CRT) is piling on pressure to the existing
turmoil surrounding US education. CRT is a field of legal study, typically taught in law schools, with
the goal of eliminating race-based inequity and other issues. However, it recently came to light that
CRT and its variants were being taught in some K-12 schools and training programs for government
employees. This has raised concerns that the theory may worsen racial issues instead of resolving them,
and has instigated criticisms that it may divide the nation and fuel controversies and protests. As a
result, an increasing number of states are banning CRT from US classrooms.

This paper gives an overview of the US education system, considering both its merits and

demerits, and introduces the situation surrounding CRT.
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